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District of Sault Ste. Marie Social Services Administration Board
Conseil d'administration des services sociaux de Sault Ste. Marie
Zhawenimi-Anokiitaagewin

DSSAB MEETING Minutes

Thursday, February 19, 2026
548 Albert St. E., Sault Ste. Marie ON 4:30pm

Present:
Stephanie Pagnucco Mike Nadeau Riley Barsanti
Angela Caputo Louie Bruni Joanne Pearson
Sonny Spina Dave Petersson Antonio Borrelli
Lisa Vezeau-Allen Kim Mitchell Pam Patteri
Melanie Mageran Katie Kirkham Tanya Ritter
Marchy Bruni (Online) Catherine Taddo Crystal Wells
Shauna Digasparro
Ron Zagordo

1. CALL TO ORDER 4:31pm

2. LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

| acknowledge, with respect, that we are in Robinson-Huron Treaty territory, that
the land on which we are gathered is the traditional territory of the Anishinaabe and
known as Baawating. Baawating is the home of Garden River First Nation,
Batchewana First Nation, and the Historic Sault Ste. Marie Metis Council.

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Resolution #26-012

Moved By: M. Mageran
Seconded By: S. Digasparro
CARRIED

3.1“BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Agenda for February 19. 2026. District of Sault Ste.
Marie Social Services Administration Board meeting be approved as presented.”



4. DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTEREST

I, Stephanie Pagnucco, hereby disclose that | have a professional conflict of interest with
respect to a matter discussed during the open portion of the meeting held on February 19,
2026. | excused myself from the chair position for that portion of the meeting and did not
participate in any discussion or vote on the matter, in compliance with the requirements of
the Municipal Conflict of Interest Act .

Filed with the Secretary this 19th day of February, 2026.

Stephanie Pagnucco
Director, Communications and Stakeholder Relations
Sault College

5. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

Resolution #26-013

Moved By: S. Spina
Seconded By: A. Caputo
CARRIED with Correction

5.1“BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Minutes from the District of Sault Ste. Marie Social
Services Administration Board Meeting dated January 22, 2026 be adopted as
recorded.”

PRESENTATION-Algoma Public Health-Nurturing Algoma

EVOTE Resolution #26-011

Moved By: S. Spina
Seconded By: A. Caputo
CARRIED-by EVOTE
“BE IT RESOLVED THAT the District of Sault Ste. Marie Social Services

Administration Board (DSSMSSAB) approve a one-time allocation of $249,514 from
the Provincial local priorities flex funding to Child Care Algoma in support of the
reallocation/expansion of an additional 26 licensed child care spaces. This funding is

in addition the Board'’s approval in November 2025 of $143,986 for the reallocation and
expansion of 23 licensed child care spaces, bringing the total approved project scope
to up to 49 spaces and $390,500.”



6.1

6.2

6.3

6. MANAGER’S REPORTS

PARAMEDIC SERVICES

Resolution #26-014
Moved By:  A. Caputo
Seconded By: S. Spina
CARRIED

“BE IT RESOLVED THAT the District of Sault Ste. Marie Social Services Administration
Board (DSSMSSAB) approve the purchase of two (2) Chevrolet Traverse AWD SUVs
from Prouse Chevrolet Buick GMC Cadillac Ltd. at a total cost of $129,945.41, with the
base vehicle acquisition funded through the Substance Use and Addictions Program —
Emergency Treatment Fund (ETF) and the extended warranty/ protection components
funded through the Community Paramedic OH-HCC operating budget.”

Resolution #26-015

Moved By: M. Mageran
Seconded By: L. Vezeau-Allen
CARRIED

“BE IT RESOLVED THAT the District of Sault Ste. Marie Social Services Administration
Board (DSSMSSAB) approve:

1. The disposal of one surplus 2016 ambulance for the purpose of reassignment to the
federal Emergency Treatment Fund (ETF) project; and

2. Approve the sole-sourced procurement and remount of the existing ambulance
module by Crestline Coach Ltd. In an amount not to exceed $210,000, funded
through the ETF capital allocation”

Resolution #26-016

Moved By:  S. Digasparro
Seconded By: M. Bruni
CARRIED

“BE IT RESOLVED THAT the District of Sault Ste. Marie Social Services Administration
Board (DSSMSSAB) receive the Medical Dispatch Priority System (MPDS) report as
information and acknowledge the scheduled implementation of MPDS on April 15,
2026.”



6.4

6.5

6.6

6.7

Resolution #26-017
Moved By:  S. Spina
Seconded By: M. Mageran
CARRIED

“BE IT RESOLVED THAT the District of Sault Ste. Marie Social Services
Administration Board (DSSMSSAB) accepts the Paramedic Services 10-year Master
Plan project as information.”

Resolution #26-018

Moved By:  S. Digasparro

Seconded By: A. Caputo

CARRIED

“BE IT RESOLVED THAT the District of Sault Ste. Marie Social Services
Administration Board (DSSMSSAB) accepts the Sault Ste. Marie Homelessness
Strategy and Action Plan (2026-2035).”

ADMINISTRATION

Resolution #26-019

Moved By: L. Vezeau-Allen

Seconded By: R. Zagordo

CARRIED

“BE IT RESOLVED THAT that the District of Sault Ste. Marie Social Services
Administration Board (DSSMSSAB) provide the Sault Ste. Marie Housing Corporation
(SSMHC) with $564,883.25 from the Levy Stabilization Reserve to cover the 2025
deficit in snow removal costs.”

Resolution #26-020

Moved By: L. Vezeau-Allen
Seconded By: R. Zagordo
CARRIED

WHEREAS:

Northern Ontario Service Deliverers Association ("NOSDA Corp.") has developed a
system (the "Pooling System") by which some or all District Social Services
Administration Boards ("DSSABs") and the City of Greater Sudbury (each, a "Service
Deliverer") may jointly pursue, obtain, and administer funding; and

The foundation of such system is proposed to be established through an Association
Agreement, having as its members each Service Deliverer and NOSDA Corp. (the



6.8

"Association"), and establishing the terms and conditions upon which Service
Deliverers may opt in to the Pooling System for specific programs from time to time.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

1. The District of Sault Ste. Marie Social Services Administration Board enter into the
Association Agreement with the other NOSDA Service Deliverers.

2. The Chief Executive Officer and any other signing officer of the corporation be and
are hereby authorized to execute the Association Agreement with the other Service
Deliverers and as the signing officers may deem acceptable; and

3. The Chief Executive Officer be and is hereby appointed as the corporation’s
Committee Representative for the Association.

Resolution #26-021
Moved By:  A.Caputo
Seconded By: M. Bruni
CARRIED

WHEREAS:

The District of Sault Ste. Marie Social Services Administration Board will join the
NOSDA Pooling Association (the "Association"), via an Association Agreement, having
as its members the corporation known as Northern Ontario Service Deliverers

Association ("NOSDA Corp."), each DSSAB, and the City of Greater Sudbury (together
with each DSSAB, the "Service Deliverers"); and

The Association Agreement establishes the foundation for a system by which two or
more Service Deliverers may pool their resources and capabilities to jointly pursue
certain endeavours (the "Pooling System"); and

The District of Sault Ste. Marie Social Services Administration Board recognizes its
mandate under the Housing Services Act to devise a housing and homelessness plan,
carry out measures to meet housing needs, establish, administer and fund housing and
homelessness programs and services, and provide housing; and

The service area of the District of Sault Ste. Marie Social Services Administration
Board is in critical need of new affordable and market housing supply; and

The Association Agreement requires a Commitment Resolution to be passed by the
governing body of each Member in respect of each endeavour undertaken through the
Pooling System.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:



1. The District of Sault Ste. Marie Social Services Administration Board confirms its
status as a Participating Member of the Affordable Housing Innovation Fund program
and the Build Canada Homes program,

2. The Chief Executive Officer and any other signing officer of the corporation be and are
hereby authorized to execute a Pooling Agreement in respect of the Affordable Housing
Innovation Fund program and the Build Canada Homes program, in such form as the
signing officers may deem acceptable; and

3. The Chief Executive Officer be and is hereby appointed as the corporation’s
Committee Representative for the Association.

CAPITAL & INFASTRUCTURE

Resolution #26-022

Moved By: L. Vezeau-Allen
Seconded By: S. Digasparro
CARRIED

6.9 “BE IT RESOLVED THAT the District of Sault Ste. Marie Social Services
Administration Board (DSSMSSAB) provide the Sault Ste. Marie Housing Corporation
(SSMHC) with $315,837.34 from the Levy Stabilization Reserve to be used for the 597
Douglas Street 4-plex construction project.”

OPERATIONS

Resolution #26-023
Moved By: M. Bruni
Seconded By: S. Spina
CARRIED

7. “BE IT RESOLVED THAT the District of Sault Ste Marie Administration Board
(DSSMSSAB) accept the Ontario Works and Employment Ontario Referral Outcomes
Report as information.”

Resolution #26-024

Moved By:  S. Digasparro
Seconded By: R. Zagordo
CARRIED




7.1 “BEIT RESOLVED THAT the District of Sault Ste. Marie Social Services
Administration Board(DSSMSSAB) approve the expenditure of $121,444 in Innovation
Funds as outlined within the report, to be submitted to the Ministry of Education.”

Resolution #26-025

Moved By: M. Mageran
Seconded By: L. Vezeau- Allen
CARRIED

7.2 "BEIT RESOLVED THAT the District of Sault Ste. Marie Social Services
Administration Board (DSSMSSAB) approve an increase to the maximum market rent
funding for the Portable Housing Benefit (PHB) to coincide with the current ministry-
approved maximum income levels (Household Income Limits-HILS) for the following
unit types:

SUGGESTED
UNIT SIZE PRESENT MARKET RENT MARKET RENT DIFFERENCE

One (1) Bedroom $ 1,050 $ 1,150 +$ 100
Two (2) Bedroom $ 1,150 $1,312 +$ 162
Three (3) Bedroom $ 1,337 $ 1,400 +$ 63
Four (4) Bedroom $ 1,562 $1,625 +$ 63
Five (5) Bedroom $ 1,562 $1,625 +$ 63

Resolution #26-026

Moved By:  S. Digasparro

Seconded By: M. Mageran

CARRIED

7.3 “BEIT RESOLVED THAT the District of Sault Ste. Marie Social Services Administration

Board (DSSMSSAB) approve operating funding of up to $1,237,900 to Waterfront Child
Development Centre for the operation of a 64-space daycare at H.M. Robbins Public
School, based on 95% operating capacity for 261 service days, with funding to be pro-
rated this year to reflect the program’s anticipated opening in mid-April.”

Resolution #26-027-REMOVED
Moved By:  A. Caputo
Seconded By: S. Spina
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“BE IT RESOLVED THAT the District of Sault Ste. Marie Social Services Administration
Board(DSSMSSAB) accept the Early Childhood Education (ECE) Promotional Fund
report as information.”

Resolution #26-028
Moved By:  R. Zagordo
Seconded By: M. Bruni
CARRIED

“BE IT RESOLVED THAT the District of Sault Ste. Marie Social Services Administration
Board(DSSMSSAB) approve up to $600,00, one-time in 2026, in Local Priorities Flex
Fee Subsidy Funding to enter into fee subsidy agreements with eligible camp service
providers that exclusively serve children 6 to 12 years of age, in accordance with the
Ministry Guidelines, and authorize staff to execute the necessary agreements as a pilot
project”

Resolution #26-029
Moved By: A. Caputo
Seconded By: S. Spina
CARRIED

“BE IT RESOLVED THAT the District of Sault Ste. Marie Social Services
Administration Board(DSSMSSAB) accept this report on Cross-Jurisdictional fee
subsidy agreements to ensure continuity of service for families who reside in one
service are but access licensed child care in another as information.”

Resolution #26-030
Moved By: M. Bruni
Seconded By: M. Mageran
CARRIED

“BE IT RESOLVED THAT the District of Sault Ste. Marie Social Services
Administration Board (DSSMSSAB) enter a closed session for legal matters.”

Resolution #26-031
Moved By: R. Zagordo
Seconded By: S. Spina
CARRIED

“BE IT RESOLVED THAT the District of Sault Ste. Marie Social Services
Administration Board (DSSMSSAB) return to an open session.”



10.

10.1

CORRESPONDENCE

NEW BUSINESS

ADJOURNMENT

Resolution #26-032

Moved By: M. Mageran
Seconded By: L. Vezeau-Allen
CARRIED

“BE IT RESOLVED THAT we do now adjourn.”
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